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Terra Rubra

Architectural Survey File

This is the architectural survey file for this MIHP record. The survey file is organized reverse-
chronological (that is, with the latest material on top). It contains all MIHP inventory forms, National
Register nomination forms, determinations of eligibility (DOE) forms, and accompanying documentation
such as photographs and maps.

Users should be aware that additional undigitized material about this property may be found in on-site
architectural reports, copies of HABS/HAER or other documentation, drawings, and the “vertical files” at
the MHT Library in Crownsville. The vertical files may include newspaper clippings, field notes, draft
versions of forms and architectural reports, photographs, maps, and drawings. Researchers who need a
thorough understanding of this property should plan to visit the MHT Library as part of their research
project; look at the MHT web site (mht.maryland.gov) for details about how to make an appointment.

All material is property of the Maryland Historical Trust.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

"Terra Rubra" is located on the Keysville-Bruceville Road
approximately one mile northwest of the junction of Md. Route 194
and the Keysville-Bruceville Road in Carroll County, Maryland.

The present farmhouse is built on the site of the original
"Terra Rubra," the birthplace of Francis Scott Key, author of "The
Star Spangled Banner." The original house was sold after Key's
death and deteriorated until a storm in the late 1850's furthered its
destruction. Shortly after this, it was torn down to provide for a
new and more substantial house.

A painting of the original house by Francis Scott Key's grand-
son, John Ross Key, depicts a two and one-half story structure with
a four bay wide main facade and acolonnadedportico containing a second
story porch across the full-length of the facade. The chimneys are
gable end, there are three gabled dormers on the roof, and the roof-
line extends across the front to form the portico roof.

The brick farm house that replaced the earlier building is built
on part of the latter's fieldstone foundation. It is a two and one-
half story, five-by-two bay structure of stretcher bond with interior

~gable end chimneys. The plan of the house is L-shaped with a
parlor and dining room on either side of a central passageway which
contains the staircase. The kitchen is in the ell.

Some of the materials of the original house were used in the
construction of the present structure. An example is the summer
beam in the basement supporting the main floor which was turned up-
side down for its present use, revealing the butt cog mortises for
the original floor joists. Other reused framing members are some of
the common rafters and a partial summer beam in the attic.

The main facade of the present "Terra Rubra" faces west-and has
a central doorway inset with molded panels on the wall sides and a
frontispiece of half-columnswith Corinthian capitals supporting the
flat pediment. Above the six-paneled door is a four-light transom
ornamented with a row of dentil molding. This frontispiece is
probably an addition of the twentieth century. The other four bays
on the main floor and the five bays on the second floor contain 6/6
double hung sash windows with blinds and flat wood pediments with
dentil trim. The dentil pattern is repeated in the roof cornice and
continued around the house and the ell.

The north gable end has a window identical to those on the main
facade in the first floor bay towards the west. There are also two
half-story windows here and in the south gable end. The south facade
has the ell built flush to the wall of the main section. The main
section's fenestration has two windows diagonally arranged--one on
the first floor in the west bay and one on the second towards the
east, The ell of the south facade has a small porch with a shed roof
on the main floor and two 6/6 sash windows on the second floor. The
north facade of the ell originally had a double-tiered frame porch
between the house proper and the first bay of the ell. This has

since been bricked in. The rear of the main section of the house

(SEE CONTINUATION SHEET NO. 1)
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has a window on each floor opposite the ell and the ell rear facade has
two half-story windows.

The interior is characterized by simple ornamentation and moldings.
The mantelpieces in the parlor and dining room are of wood painted
white, with applied ornamentation. The kitchen mantelpiece is more
provincial with carved reeding framing pilasters and framing panels.
The open-well staircase has an ovoid handrail on squarebalusters. The
carved newel post is from the original house.

Two stone outbuildings are said to be from the original
estate. One of these was used as a slave quarters and is now connected
to the house. The other was a smokehouse.

A monument to Francis Scott Key and a flag pole where the American
flag flies twenty-four hours a day stand on the front lawn at "Terra
Rubra."
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